
 Featuring leading European 

compaction researcher, 

Matthias Stettler, sharing new 

tools and technology to 

measure compaction damage 

caused by farm equipment. 

 Multiple soil pit demos that will 

measure and show compaction 

damage caused by: 

 variety of heavy equipment 
and axle configurations, 

 tires of various widths, 

 tires versus track systems, 

 deflation/inflation tire pressure 
systems. 

 See how compaction hinders 
the ability of soil to absorb 
rainfall and the resiliency of 
your crop. 

 Control traffic farming session. 

 Hands-on participation. 

 Learn how you can measure 
and reduce compaction 
effects on your farm. 

 Hear from farmers about their 
challenges and experiences in 
working to reduce compaction 
on their farms. 

This project was funded in part through Growing Forward 2 (GF2), a federal-provincial-territorial 
initiative. The Agricultural Adaptation Council assists in the delivery of GF2 in Ontario.  

How compaction 

impacts 

soil structure, 

rainfall absorption,  

soil erosion, 

drought resiliency, 

and overall 

soil health. 

Register at 
www.ifao.com 
or call 519-986-3560 

Early Bird Price until Aug 17, 2017 

$50 for full day including lunch 

After Aug 17, 2017 —$75 

COMPACTION 
ACTION 

You most likely have compaction in your fields, but you CAN do something about it. 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 
8:00 am Registration. Sessions from 8:45 am to 4:00 pm 

Shawridge Farms Grain Elevator, Arthur 
7556 1st Line, Arthur  GPS Coordinates: Longitude/Latitude: 43.828265, -80.513842  

A full day of equipment, demonstrations, and solutions. 

5 CEU points 



COMPACTION ACTION AGENDA 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 
Shawridge Farms Grain Elevator, Arthur, Ontario 

A comprehensive visual “hands on” demonstration day tackling important questions. 

How does compaction effect soil structure? How can I tell if compaction is impacting my soil? 

What are compaction’s long term effects? How can I reduce compaction on my farm? 

8:00 am Registration and coffee 

8:45 am Welcome and explanation of day’s events 

9:00 am 

to  

10:00 am 

Compaction and the Big Picture — Matthias Stettler, Bern U, Switzerland 

With more intensive farming on a smaller land base, Europeans have prioritized research 

investment into the effect of heavy equipment making multiple passes on farmland. And 

compaction’s effect on soil structure, porosity, and profitability. 

This in-class session will feature Matthias Stettler sharing new research and innovative 

methods developed in the study of compaction and how to mitigate it.  

 

10:00 am 

to 

Noon 

Compaction and Farm Equipment Demo — Matthias Stettler 
Using new measurement technology and farm equipment in real time, on-site: 

 weight and compaction effect from planters, tractors, grain buggies, sprayers, manure 

tankers, spreaders equipped with various tire configurations.  

 reduction of compaction with tire pressure deflation/inflation systems. 

 comparison of compaction effects from tracks versus tires. 

 farmers sharing personal experiences in efforts to reduce compaction. 

12:00 -1:30 pm LUNCH, DISPLAYS AND TRADESHOW TIME 

 

1:30 pm 

To 

3:30 pm 

 

(40 mins per 

session) 

Soil Pits and Hands On Stations — Each group will rotate between: 
 Soil “Lasagna” Pit — effective visual demo of compression and soil structure effect from 

various heavy farm equipment pieces . 

 Compacted vs Uncompacted Soil  Pit — soil pit comparing compaction effects of single 
vs multiple equipment passes including the “brilliant blue” infiltration demo showing the 
effect of compaction on water absorption. Hear from an Ontario farmer beginning the 
control traffic farming process. 

 Hands On Station and Soil Structure Pit — Learn why tire deflation/inflation makes a big 
difference. See a good visual on how compaction effects water absorption and run-off. Try 
a penetrometer to measure compaction. Get a close-up, under the soil look at various soil 
structures, root penetration and porosity. 

3:30 to 4:00 pm  Full Group Session — Questions and Conclusion 

Attendees will be divided into 2 groups and rotate between: 

1. Matthias Stettler’s equipment/compaction demonstration. 

2. Soil pits/ Hands on stations  

With an anticipated attendance of 300, this will ensure a hands on participatory day for all. 

This project was funded in part through Growing Forward 2 (GF2), a federal-provincial-territorial initiative. 


