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• Background Information  

• What initiated our interest in the Beef Industry 

• Steps we took to get started 

• What we are trying to do now, and future plans 

• Our experience working with the members of the 
Beef Industry 

• Why I Invested in Beef Cattle 

 

 



• My four brothers and  I grew up on my 
parents’ dairy farm south of Woodstock 

• After attending University two of us pursued a 
life in Agriculture 

 



• Raised large quantity of Holstein Heifers for 
live export 

• Exported live cattle to countries like Russia, 
Taiwan, Mexico, The United States, and 
Kazakhstan 

• Received many inquiries for beef cattle 

• Purchased our first 200 breeding age heifers 
when I was in high school 

 

 

 

 



• A big Niche In his heifer raising operation was 
an abundance of cheep edible by-products 
available in the area. 

• Soon learned that beef cattle were much 
more compatible with these by-products then 
dairy. 

• We hoped to attain more value from these by-
products by feeding them to beef cattle on a 
larger scale 



• In early 2012 we began to crunch numbers to 
determine if could make finishing cattle cash flow 

• Developed rations in advance 

• Tried to determine what are cost of gain would be 

• This was difficult as we had never finished cattle 
before. 

• Received a great deal of help from OMAFRA and 
many different producers. 



• Began Construction Spring of 2012 

• Built as cost effectively as possible 

• Open Front Barn  

• Were able to receive a great deal of funding 
through growing Forward 1 

 



• Started Feeding Cattle Fall of 2012 

• Thought we had a good idea of what we were 
doing at the time 

• We were completely wrong 

• Huge learning curve 
 



• Currently feeding 1700 head of cattle 

• Cattle are usually fed for around 6 months 

• Source Cattle from the west (trying to change 
this) 

• Currently undergoing an expansion that will 
allow us to feed an additional 600 animals 



• Cattle are sold to Better Beef in Guelph 

• We wanted to find a way to add more value 

• Began working in conjunction with Meyers 
Foods growing Natural Cattle 

• Today half of our animals are raised Natural 

• Recently started working with Meyers in 
sourcing all Canadian Natural Cattle 



• Benefits of Natural Program 

– Cattle are marketed to consumer base with fewer 
spending restrictions 

– Natural Cattle have greater appeal to “Life 
Science”  portion of society 

– Essential for future industry success 



• Future plans 

– Continued Growth 

– Trying to ensure Industry success for many years 
to come. 



 

– One of the biggest challenges faced by our 
industry today is the growing consensus amongst 
the consumer base that beef production is 
environmentally degrading and unsustainable. 



• Going forward our efforts to sustain a more 
positive image of the beef industry amongst 
consumers revolve around bio-gas 

• Along with three other partners we hope to 
build a bio-gas production facility on our 
feedlot  

• Gas will be cleaned compressed and sold in 
replacement of diesel and regular gasoline to 
fuel many different machines 



• With technology like this our hope is that 
consumers will grow to be more positive and 
comfortable with beef production and 
consumption. 

• When consumers eat our product they will 
also be supporting renewable green energy 

 

 

 



• None of what we have accomplished in these 
last few years would be possible without the 
members of the beef industry including 

– Fellow producers 

– OMAFRA  

– Many others 

 

 



Why a Young Person Would Invest in the Cattle 
Industry? 

• Opportunity 

• Industry Stability 

• Love of farming and cattle 

• Sense of Accomplishment 

• Something to be proud of 



Opportunity! 

• My whole life my dad always told me that the 
best time to invest in an industry was when 
many others were leaving it. Unfortunately 
today there are very few young members in 
the beef industry, and in the years to come I 
believe there is an amazing opportunity for 
those of us involved to fill the void left by 
those members and producers headed for 
retirement 



Industry Stability 

• The industry involved around raising cows has 
existed for thousands of years and I for one 
firmly believe that it will continue to thrive, 
prosper and succeed for many years to come. 



Love of Farming and Cattle 

• Three things that are certain in my life, I love 
farming, I love being a country boy, and I love 
cattle. Working at my feedlot allows me to do 
what I love to do, be who I want to be, and 
take care of the most amazing animal there is 



Sense of Accomplishment 

• Everyday I provide my cows with the 
essentials of life, but they in return provide 
me with a huge sense of accomplishment, and 
watching them grow each day really makes me 
feel good about what I do. 



Something to Proud of 

• I think it is important to be able to take pride 
in what you do. I believe that looking after 
cattle ultimately helps make the world a 
better place and when people ask me what it 
is I do for a living I can hold my head up and 
confidently tell them that I'm a beef farmer 
and I'm proud of it  


