
Renovating an Existing Landscape 
Many landscapes suffer from the same challenges. Drainages issues, overgrown plants, ‘unfriendly’ walkways and 
poorly designed gathering areas are all common issues. Do the trees and large shrubs need pruning. (Keep in mind 
that mature trees and shrubs add tens of thousands of dollars to your property value and save money in the sum-
mer by cooling your house.) Assessing what needs fixing is the first priority. 

x� pull pathways out from the house, curve them and make them wide enough (3 – 5’) to be welcoming. A grande 
flair at the driveway is a nice feature as well.  

x� redesign hardscapes first since it’s a very destructive process 
x� arbors make a nice entrance to a garden and help divide areas 
x� look into rain gardens for handling drainage problems. Don’t fill in poorly drained areas! Plant varieties that 

love flooding and - more interesting and eco-friendly. 
x� permeable paving is just as nice and helps reduce flooding and more 
x� a good patio can add 12% to the value of a home and a pond adds 3% 
x� look for trees that need thinning and cabling 
x� curves are soothing 
 
After figuring out what needs fixing, make a list of what features you’re looking for. Would you like a water garden, 
a composter, a rain garden, a gazebo, a larger seating area and/or vegetable garden? Pick the best place for that fea-
ture to go.  

x� a water garden needs to go where it will be seen.  
x� a veggie garden needs to go in the sun. 
x� a composter should be hidden but convenient – think about large shrubs to screen it 
x� a gazebo or second seating area should be at the garden extremities to create an alternate destination 
x� are there views you wish to harvest…or block out?  
 
Plantings should be designed to complement what you already have. Remember, flowers come and go and texture 
will make or break your landscape.  

x� you want drifts of 3 – 7 plants with bold, grassy and feathery foliage types. 
x� opposite colours on the colour wheel for combinations that go well together 
x� white and green are good referee colours between bright shades 
x� blue will make the garden look larger 
x� red will make it look smaller and more intimate 
x� new cultivars of perennials and shrubs offer a wide palette of foliage colours 
 
Don’t be afraid to use the concept of the ‘Garden Room’, where you use plantings and screens to break up a yard, 
counter-intuitively making the garden look larger. Consider hiding your water feature behind a tall planting to add a 
sense of mystery to the garden. 

 
Once you’ve filled in what you need and what you want, picked the plants that go with what you have and want, 
the rest is kind of easy. 


