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Today’s Discussion – Kitchen & 
Bathroom Renovations 

�What makes your renovation timeless? 

�Custom cabinets vs. semi-custom vs. big box. 

�Transforming a room with colour and paint. 

�How do you justify the expense? 

�How much do you spend if you want to recover your costs? 

 

 



What Makes Your Renovation Timeless? 
 

�Stay away from today’s trends 
when doing your kitchen or 
bathroom. Most components 
of these renovations are 
expensive. Any mistake can 
create long term 
disappointment for the future. 
The use of a designer may 
save you money in the long 
run.  

 



Kitchen Renovations 
Custom Cabinets vs. Semi-Custom vs. Big Box. 

 
�New houses of every price point have a lot of bling but the longevity of the 

product is in question. Only the most expensive custom builders use real 
wood trim anymore. Fiber board doors are quite common throughout the 
industry. Know what you are paying for.  

�Particle core & MDF does not belong in kitchens or bathrooms. Insist on 
real wood & plywood cabinets 

�Big box gives you the look with the disposable Ikea pricing 

 



Kitchen Renovations 
New Cabinets vs. Refinishing/Painting 

 
�Consider painting a solid 

wood kitchen instead of 
replacing it with inferior new 
cabinets. For a small fraction 
of the cost, new hardware, 
granite counters, soft close 
guides should cost less than 
half of an inexpensive 
kitchen.  

 



Bathroom Renovations 

�Per square foot, the most expensive renovation in your house is a 7’ x 12’ 
bathroom, which commonly costs as much as $10,000 or $120/sq 

�Fixture choices – acrylic tubs maintain temperature & easy to care for 

�Ceramic surround vs. marble 

�Vanities vs. pedestal sink 

�Shower vs. tub 

�Slab glass vs. curtain on shower & tub 

 



How Do You Justify the Expense? 
 

�If you are anything like me, your most enjoyable waking hours will be spent 
cooking great meals or soaking in your bathtub with a good book. If you 
spend what you consider a reasonable amount of money, you can justify the 
expense. 



How Much Do You Spend If You Want To 
Recover Your Costs? 

 
�It is easy to spend too 

much money on these 
renovations. It is 
always a good idea to 
set a budget and stick 
to it. It is easy to 
upgrade each aspect of 
the job and then 
realize that you have 
doubled the cost of the 
project.  

�Try to find knock-offs 
of the great styles and 
this will save you a great 
deal of money.  



Quality vs. Affordability  
Why Can’t You Have Both? 

�My philosophy of the design business is to get the optimum effect for a 
reasonable price. Clients that spend large sums of money usually get good 
results from their designer. Much like other professionals, you get what you 
pay for. That was the world I worked in for many years. In the last 3 years I 
have noticed an increasing trend towards smaller dollar projects and general 
frequency of those projects.  

 



Quality vs. Affordability  
Why Can’t You Have Both? 

�HGTV has inspired many people to take an interest in their home, both inside 
and out. Everywhere I travel in the US, people talk about HGTV.  

�Good interior design is an art form. Much like a painter, if you find a style you like 
this may be the designer you want to work with. I am very budget conscious and 
like to feel I will spend your money as carefully as I would spend mind.  

�I have renovated & flipped over 15 houses and made money on all but one.  

�I will work within any reasonable budget and get you the best results that money 
will buy.  

 


